PETITION
We,  the citizens of S.A.  are extremely concerned and angry that the recently promulgated EIA Regulations 2010, which came into effect
 on 2 August 2010,  allows the erection of cell phone masts/ broadband/wimax/wifi antennae and microwave transmitters in urban areas without an Environmental Impact Assessment.   This is because these forms of activities “are no longer listed”, therefore denying the citizens the opportunity of objecting.
 
It is disturbing that the National Department of Health is satisfied that the health of the public is not being compromised. They take cognisance of  obsolete  guidelines published pre 1998 and yet ignore the latest extensive reports of illness focused around masts and antennae.
 
The fact that there is evidence of growing health concerns from recent international studies and foreign court cases and that other countries have adopted safer guidelines based on current scientific reports and concerns, needs to be urgently noted and considered for South African legislation  and in keeping with SECTION 24, Act 108 of our constitution.
The following needs/demands have arisen when applications for these masts are processed.
 
·          That the EIA Regulations of 2/8/2010 be reversed as a short term solution

·          Public participation be a requirement to ensure that residents’ health concerns are considered

·          That noise pollution and aesthetics be taken into consideration

·          That impact on property values are investigated

In the long term we, as citizens, call on Government to use its constitutional powers to legislate an appropriate Policy to accommodate the above concerns based on up to date information and practices across the world including the recognition of electrosensitivity.
 Please fill in your details below before the 7th March and please forward to Councillor Bruna T. Haipel on bruna.haipel@absamail.co.za.
NAME /S                                                                TEL
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